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WE HAVE ALREADY
LEARNED ABOUT LITHUA-
NIAN,POLISH, RUSSIAN,
e\ JEWISH, TATAR AND KARAITE
I\ TRAPITIONS. NOW,
T, ESMERALDA AND
. ARMANDAS, TELL VS
ABOUT YOUR CULTURE
AND TRADITIONS, WE
COULD START FROM
SOME HISTORICAL

’TM [ FACTS...

ROMA ORIGINATED
IN NORTHWEST INDIA..

ALL RIGHT, CHILDREN,
PLEASE, PREPARE AND WE
WILL CONTINUE NEXT TIME.



LET's 60 To
GRANDMA -~ SHE
KNowSs

NoO
EVERYTHING!
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WE WILL CERTAINLY FIND
HER AT HOME AS SHE

A LIKES TO SAY “THERE IS

NO PLACE LIKE HOME."/




LACHIT DIVES, BABA,
SO0 KEREN?*

YoU ARE JUST IN TIME:
1AM BAKING A CAKE.

GRANDMA, CAN YOU
IMAGINE : ouR TEACHER

ASKED VS To TELL
NHHT ELSE E

THE CLASS ABDUT,
cou:.n wE TELL?

| SAID THAT RoMANI
PEOPLE ORIGINATED

OUR HISTORY.

You SEE,
YOU NEVER LISTEN To wHAT
| AM SAYING. ALL RIGHT, LET'S
GO TO THE OLD CHEST!

CHEEEST?!

HAVE YOUR CAKE wHILE
IT'S WARM AND | wiLL
TELL You.

\
% HI. GRANDMA! WHAT HAVE You BEEN UP To?




OUR FAMILY's
HISTORY IS STORED
HEREM#

/ THE ROMANI PEQPLE HAVE
BEEN SCATTERED ALL OVER THE
WORLD; THEY HAVE PRACTICED VARIOUS
CRAFTS.., THEY ARE HARDWORKING
PEOPLE...

WE WERE CALLED
DIFFERENT THINGS
BY OUR PROFESSIoN:

HERE IS YOUR
GRANDFATHER'S

IVED IN HUNGARY, HE
CAME FROM LOVARI¥*

*LOVARI IS A SUBGROUP OF THE ROMAN| wicH
HISTORICALLY LIVED I¥ AUSTRIA— HUNGARY,

BUT SINCE THE SECOND HALF OF THE 19™ CENTURY THE
ROMAN! HAVE BEEN DISPERSED THROUGHOUT EUROPE AND BEYOND. ~ _
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ONCE,
WHEN | WAS YOUNG,
| WAS GIVEN A HORSESHOE
FOR G0OOD LUCK. AND 50,
I STILL KEEPIT.

AND YOU HAVE A
PHOTOGRAPH OF YOUR
UNCLE SHANDAR IN YOUR
HANDS. WHAT A GREAT
STORYTELLER HE WAS!|
VSED TO LISTEN To HIs
WITTY STOAIES FOR HOURS.

HE WAS A GDOD BLACK-
SMITH, DESCENDED FROM KALD-
ERASH ROMA. HE SUPPLIED

THE WHOLE OF UKRAINE

WITH HIS WARES.

TAVEN
BAXTALE

*Gooo UCK




BUT LET'S GO BACK
TO THE VERY BEGINNING...

OUR ANCESTORS LIVED
AS FAR AS IN INDIA, WRICH
THEY LEFT MORE THAN A
THOUSAND YEARS AGO. THEY
LEFT INDIA AND SPREAD
ALL OVER THE
WIDE WORLD.




WHEN TRAVELLING , ROMA ,
GROUPS STAYED |v SOME COUNTRIES /
AND ADOPTED THE CUSTOMS OF /

THAT COUNTRY. / A l
® MoROCCO
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THEY REACHED LITHUANIA,FORMERLY
KNOWN AS THE GRAND DUCHY pF
LITHUANIA (GDL), AFTER THEY
‘,:5 CROSSED THE NEIGHBOURING
= POLAND AROUND THE AgTH

|
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THE GDL WAS

FAMOUS FOR IT'S TOLERANCE

OF PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT NATIONA-

LITIES: 1T DIDN'T MATTER WHERE

You CAME FROM. THE ONLY IMPOR-

TANT THING WAS WHAT YOU WERE
CAPABLE OF,




WANDERING WAS OUR WAY
OF LIFE - wE WENT WHEREVER
OUR HANDS WERE NEEDED.
THERE WERE TIMES, WHEN WE WERE | 4

FORCED TO RUN AWAY FROM HOSTILE ﬂ
ENVIRONMENT. (

IN SUMMERS, WE SLEPT IN
TENTS AND TRAVELLED
FROM TOWN TO TOWN [N CARTS.
SOMETIMES, IN WINTER, WHEN
IT WAS VERY COLD, WE WOULD
RENT A HOUSE TEMPORARILY, f
BUT IN THE SUMMER, WE
WOULD BUILD FIRES AGAIN
AND GO ON OUR WAY, THEREZ
WERE ALSO FAMILIES
WHICH LIVED IN sE-
N PENTARY HOMES,




When the Soviet government initiated the sedentarisation of Roma.

ALL THE WANDERING OFFICIALLY ENDED
IN A956, WHEN THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT INITIATED
THE SEDENTARISATION OF ROMA, WE ALL HAD TO
REGISTER AT A FIXED LOCATION A a
AND WORK AT OUR AssIGNED JOB.




AWAY OUR CARRIAGES AND
THE TRADITIONAL BIG pOWN
PILLOWS THAT
WE USED TO
SLEEP ON IN QUR

TENTS,

THE POLICEMEN WQULD STOP
/ ‘/ﬁ US ON THE ROAD, TAKE

HOW SEDENTARY LIFE
IN A PERMANENT HOME BEGAN.
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GRANDMA, YoU SAID THAT
THERE ARE M ANY ROMA
GROUPS ALL QVER THE

WORLD, BUT WHICH ONES

Lt ?
4 * ’ VE IN LITHUANIA?

o *.
)&k* o

/
/

KALDERASH anuuama
THEY ARRIVED To L\T
AFTER WORLD WAR [I. THEIR CUSTOMS
AND RELIGION ARE
PIFFERENT.
KA nl‘.'DERASH

LITOVSKA ROMA HAVE
LIVED IN THE TERRITORY

OF LITHUANIA FROM AGTH
CENTURY.
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BUT WHAT UNITES ALL ROMA,
BOTH IN LITHUANIA AND ARDUND
THE WORLD, IS MUSIC.

WE BROUGHT
FLAMENCO RHYTHMS

ELVIS PRESLEY, THE
KING OF ROUK'NROLL,
WAS A MUSICIAN OF

REINHARDT, THE
FAMOUS JAZL

‘-”'."1_'_7”-'!

\
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THOSE WERE THE DARK DAYS
OF WORLD WAR IIl. THE NAZIS
EXTERMINATED PEOPLE ON THE BASIS
OF THEIR ETHNIC ORIGIN. THE EVENTIS
CALLED SAMUDARIPEN v OUR LANGVAGE.
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BUT WE ARE STRONG-
WE HAVE SURVIVED SO
MUCH HARDSHIP AS A

NATION AND STiLL MANAGE
T0 REJDICE AND DANCE.

WELL, WILL Yoy
REMEMBER
EVERYTHING?

WE wiLL DRAW
EVERYTHING, SO WE'LL
AEMEMBER!
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AND NOW, TELL ME, HOW
O0ING AT
ﬁRFSIZYI‘E(IJI"{.)DI. ” i ESMERALDA GOT TWO OF
LITHUANIAN LANGUAGE.

A HARD TIME wiTH

THAT LANGUAGE.IFIT
WAS IN ROMANI, (T
WOULD BE EASIER.
BUT 1 GOT AN
EIGHT On My
MATHS TEST..,

AND | AM VERY HAPPY BECAUSE
MANTAVUTAS AND UGNE FROM THE
NEXT HOUSE WILL START ATTENDING
OUR SCHOOL. vow WE wILL wOT
ONLY BE BEST FRIENDS, BUT

ALSO CLASSMATES!
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AT SCHOOL..,

ROMA PEOPLE CAME
FROM INDIA.

ROMA

HAVE LIVED IN

LITHUANIA S\WCE THE A6TH

OF 30BS,LIKE WORKING
WITH METAL, LOOKING

THEY DID ALL KIND

AFTER HORSES,
WAVING BASKETS.

THIS 1S OUR
FLAG.
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wWOoW, THAT's
INTERESTING. |
DIDN'T KNOW!

cOOL, | WANT
TO LEAAN







BROSSWIRD )
POBRLE
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4 I HE
@ FROM WHICH COUNTRY DID THE ROMA NI CAME TO EUROPE?
@ HOW MANY ROMANI GROUPS LIVE IN LITHUANIA?

Q) WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE HOLOCAUST IN ROMANI?

WHAT S THE NAME OF THE TRAD(TIONAL SPANISH DANCE
THAT ORIGINATED WITH THE ROMA?

(5) WHAT Is THE NAME OF THE ROMANI GROUP THAT
HISTORICALLY LIVED IN AUSTRIA-HUNGRY ?

(& WHAT 0BJECT IS DEPICTED IN THE ROMANI FLAG?

3P ANSWERS:
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